
NATURAL COMPOSTING 

 

Compost is organic matter that has been decomposed in a process 

called composting. This process recycles various organic materials 

otherwise regarded as waste products and produces a soil 

conditioner (the compost). 

Compost is rich in nutrients. It is used, for example, 

in gardens, landscaping, horticulture, urban agriculture and organic 

farming. The compost itself is beneficial for the land in many ways, 

including as a soil conditioner, a fertilizer, addition of 

vital humus or humic acids, and as a natural pesticide for soil. 

In ecosystems, compost is useful for erosion control, land and stream 

reclamation, wetland construction, and as landfill cover. 

At the simplest level, the process of composting requires making a 

heap of wet organic matter (also called green waste), such as leaves, 

grass, and food scraps, and waiting for the materials to break down 

into humus after a period of months. However, composting also can 

take place as a multi-step, closely monitored process with measured 

inputs of water, air, and carbon- and nitrogen-rich materials. 

The decomposition process is aided by shredding the plant matter, 

adding water and ensuring proper aeration by regularly turning the 

mixture when open piles or "windrows" are used. 

 

 

 

 

 



REQUIREMENTS: 

 Drum 

 Cow dung 

 Vegetable waste 

 Red soil 

 Saw dust 

 Jaggery 

 Water 

 

 

 

      PROCEDURE: 

 The appropriate place where the sunlight and showdown is chosen and 

the drum is placed. 

 One the first day the drum is filled with dry and wet waste in equal 

ratio in the form of alternative layers up to certain level. 

 Then the drum is rotated and water is sprinkled after the mixing and 

left for two days, rotation of drum and sprinkling is done twice a day 

for a week.  

 On the seventh day we have mixed one and half kg of cow dung, cow 

urine, 300gms of sawdust and then mixed the mixture properly. 

 Then the rotation process is continued for 20 days with regular 

monitoring. 

 On the 28
th
 day along with cow urine jaggery is added and left for the 

process of composting.  

 The mixture is mixed and monitored continuously for the next 20 days. 

 Then the mixture is removed from drum and dried in the sunlight for 3-

5 days till the moisture content is lost.  

 The mixture is then crushed and the sample of compost is ready. 



 

 
 

 

USES: 

Compost can be used as an additive to soil, or other matrices such 

as coir and peat, as a tilth improver, supplying humus and nutrients. It 

provides a rich growing medium, or a porous, absorbent material that 

holds moisture and soluble minerals, providing the support 

and nutrients in which plants can flourish, although it is rarely used 

alone, being primarily mixed with soil, sand, grit, bark 

chips, vermiculite, perlite, or clay granules to produce loam. Compost  

Can be tilled directly into the soil or growing medium to boost the 

level of organic matter and the overall fertility of the soil. Compost 

that is ready to be used as an additive is dark brown or even black with 

an earthy smell.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nutrient
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermiculite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perlite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loam
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